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She felt no one importunate. There was no
study which she would not gladly abandon for
conversation, A good memory, a rare pres-
ence of mind, enabled her to take up the
broken thread again.

But this continual picking up implies an in-
cessant breaking off; the seams harden and
the inspiration grows cold, " Her improvisa-
tions/1 says Chfinedoll6 again, " were much
more brilliant than her writings." As soon as
they were copied she read her chapters to her
friends, and while reading she talked of them;
after which she went over them again, improv-
ing them according to the advice received. In
this way they grew and expanded; whether she
would or no, whatever she remembered of her
intercourse with others was sure to enter into
her work It was full of brilliant passages and
witticism*, but it was also encumbered with
digressions; it became wandering and uneven,
Being loosely woven, it stretched, it broke,
and was re-woven continually- But Madame
de Staiil heeded it not; and upon the proofs
she poured forth still more, never economizing
cither a word or an idea,

In this manner the book on "The Passions "

was composed; it appeared in the autumn of

1796.    Critics have dwelt oa the insufficiency

of fundamental studies, the lack of method,
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